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From Fr  Joe Catanise, 
To all who are young, old, parishioner or visitor – a very 

warm welcome and a Merry Christmas. For those of you who 
are visiting, especially those of you who live in the Hilton – 
Parma area, we would like to tell you a little about who we 
are. 

 

St. Leo’s is a vibrant, renewed and welcoming parish. 
We pride ourselves in being a stewardship parish, meaning 
our parishioners generously share their time, talent, and treas-
ure with the Church and with each other for the glory of God. 
Many people who worship with us for the first time, tell me 
how welcomed they felt and how warm our parish is. 

We strive to share our faith through our celebration of the 
Eucharist each Sunday, and our vibrant Christian Formation 
program. We realize the immense challenge God has given to 
us to pass on the Catholic faith to old and young alike in our 
community.  We have four weekend Masses: 5:00 PM on 
Saturday night, 8:00 and 10:30 AM on Sunday morning, and 
our Life Teen Mass at 6:00 PM on Sunday night. We have a 
full time Musician and Liturgist who assures vibrant worship 
at all our Masses. For Teens and the young-at-heart, we have 
the Life Teen Mass; where the music at this Mass is provided 
by Hearts Ablaze, a very talented Christian Rock Group. 

We have dedicated staff to serve you including: Patty 
Gorman, Director of Music and Liturgy; Betty Murphy, our 
Secretary; Michele Pechie, our Youth Minister; Dominic 
Salamida, Director of Christian Formation; Deacon Bill Len-
hart and myself. We have more groups and ministries active 
here than I could enumerate in this short space. Suffice it to 
say, if you’re looking to get involved in the Church in some 
way, we have a ministry or group for you. 

I hope that if you live in the area, and are not currently 
part of the St. Leo community, you will accept our warmest 
invitation. Try us out. I promise you, you won’ t be disap-
pointed. 

 

Fr. Joe Catanise, Pastor 
392-2710 or 
fcatanise@dor.org 
 

 

 

A CHRISTMAS PRAYER 

FOR PEACE ON EARTH 
Great God of Peace, 

We celebrate the birth of Your Son Jesus, remembering the 
words of the angels on the night of His birth, 

“Peace on earth to all of good will.”  
Today, as never before, Heavenly Father, we pray for Your 

loving peace. May peace be the guiding force in the hearts of 
our world leaders. May peace reign in every corner of the 

globe and in the hearts of every man, woman and child upon 
the earth. 

This Christmas and always, may we embrace Your wonderful 
gift of peace with courage and conviction. In doing so, we 

will also be embracing Your greatest gift to us, Your Son, the 
Prince of Peace! 

Amen 
 
 

From Deacon Bill, 
Merry Christmas to all. First, let me thank you all for 

your support these past 8 months. You have lifted me up and 
made these past months livable. Thank  you all. 

Many of you have asked exactly what does a deacon do? 
Well, a deacon performs a ministry of service linked with the 
missionary dimension of the Church embracing the ministry 
of the Word, the Liturgy, and works of charity which, in their 
turn, are carried into daily life. 

At St. Leo’s these ministries are the Word, the Liturgy, 
and works of Charity. I assist Fr. Joe at the Altar during 
Eucharist and other liturgical celebrations; I proclaim the 
Gospels, preach; and oversee our parish’s collective efforts to 
bring about biblical justice striving to be a servant within our 
community. As such I wear many hats i.e. Baptism and RCIA 
preparation & coordination, facilitator of our Social Justice 
committee, Parish Home/Hospital Visitation Ministries and 
Information Technology committee; and more recently as 
Marriage Preparation contact for the NorthWest Region The 
above mentioned ministries correspond to an average of 15-
20 hours of diaconal service per week.  

Should you find yourself being called as a servant or just 
desire a greater awareness of your own personal ministry with 
God’s people; I invite you to speak with Fr. Joe or myself. 
You can reach me at: 298-3260 (cell) or 392-6739 (home). 
May our gracious and loving God be with you always. 

Peace, Deacon Bill 



 

THIS WEEK AT ST. LEO 

Daily Masses:  Mass Mon.-5:30 PM, Tues.-Thurs.- 8:30 AM 
Fri.– Communion Service 8:30 AM, Divine Mercy Chapel  
Divine Mercy Chaplet - Monday - Friday - 3:00 PM 
MONDAY -  December 27  

Office Closed 
TUESDAY - December 28 
10:00 AM - 4:00 PM Second Time Treasures open 

6:00 PM  RCIA, Room 2 
7:00 PM K of C Council Meeting, Room 5 

WEDNESDAY - December 29 
THURSDAY - December 30  

2:00 PM - 8:00 PM  Second Time Treasures 
FRIDAY - December 31 New Year’s Eve 

HAPPY NEW YEAR 
Office Closed 

SATURDAY - January 1, 2011  
SOLEMNITY OF MARY 
A Holy Day of Obligation 

MASS 10:30 AM  
SUNDAY - January 2 

8:00 AM  Mass 
10:30 AM  Mass & Children’s Liturgy 

6:00 PM  LifeTeen Mass 

December 25 & 26, 
2010 
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ST. LEO PARISH MISSION STATEMENT 
“St. Leo the Great Catholic Church is a welcoming parish which is strengthened by the Eucharist, and which keeps Jesus Christ at 

its center. We are a community of faith characterized by prayerful worship, community involvement, evangelical discipleship, and vibrant 
stewardship. We are an ever-growing resource for spiritual renewal and Catholic teaching in the Hilton-Parma area. Our parish strives to 
be financially stable. Our parish collaborates with the Diocese of Rochester and other faith communities to develop dynamic programs 
that address the needs of the parish and the greater community.”           

  A Stewardship Parish which gathers at 167 Lake Avenue, Hilton, New York 14468 

West by Northwest 
 

A Cursillo Ultreya Center 
of the Rochester Diocese 

5:00 PM MASS CHANGE 

Please note: We will not have the 5:00 PM Mass January 1. 
Mass times on Sunday, January 2 are at 8:00 AM, 10:30 AM and 

6:00 PM. 
 

INCENSE - ALERT FEAST OF THE EPIPHANY 

FYI : Incense will also be used on Sunday, January 2, Feast of the 
Epiphany, at the 10:30 AM and 6:00 PM Masses. 

 

SECOND TIME TREASURES 

Second Time Treasures, the resale store at St. Leo, has new items 
arriving everyday. Shoppers are needed! Stop by the store located in the 
old church in front of St. Leo at 155 Lake Avenue. We are open Tues-
day or Saturday, 10 AM – 4 PM, or Thursdays 2 – 8 PM. Take advan-
tage of great stuff with bargain prices! Whether you are looking for a 
treasure or looking to control your budget, Second Time Treasures will 
have something for you. Jewelry, tools, toys, furniture, clothing, house-
wares, antiques – you name it, we probably have it! Donations also ac-
cepted during our business hours. Thank you for helping make the resale 
shop a success! Haven’ t been in the store yet? Stop in and browse.  

 

ST. LEO SOCIAL EVENTS 

FAMILY BINGO NIGHT 

Get your family and friends together for our ever popular Annual 
Family Bingo Night which will be held Saturday, January 8, at 6:15 PM. 

There is fun for all ages. A light supper will be served. If 
your last name begins with A-L, please bring an appetizer. 
If your last name begins with M-Z, you are asked to bring 
a dessert. The cost is $2.00 per adult; 50 cents per child 
with a $6.00 family maximum. Family bingo is a fun fam-
ily evening, a great grandparent-grandchild bonding ex-
perience! Come one — come all! Come on along and join 

the fun! 
 

EUCHRE PARTY 
We have two Euchre Parties each year. The next Euchre 
Party will be held next Saturday, February 12, in our Parish 
Center. A light supper will be served at 6:00 PM with play 
beginning promptly at 6:45 PM. Make plans now to join us. 
All adults are invited, ask your family, friends and 
neighbors! 

 

CHRISTMAS GIFT SUGGESTIONS 

For your enemies - forgiveness. 
For a friend - your heart. 
For family - your love and caring. 
For all - charity. 
For every child - a good example. 
For yourself - respect. 
      Reprinted with permission, The joyful Noiseletter 

� �� � �� � ��� � � �	 �
 �� �
 �� ���
 �� 	 � �� �� � � 	 �� ��� � � . 

 
Merry Christmas and Thanks to all our Youth 

Group and Helpers! 
Be a Fr iend! Make a Fr iend! Br ing a Fr iend to Jesus! 

THE EPIPHANY 

Next Sunday, January 2, is the 
Feast of the Epiphany. It is tradi-
tionally a day to bless homes. Part 
of this blessing involves bracketing 
the initials of the Magi - Casper, 
Melchoir and Balthazar - with the 
year above your door, usually in chalk like this: 
20+C+M+B+11. another tradition claims the initials 
stand for “Christus mansionem benedicat,”  meaning 
“May Christ bless this home.”  Next week we will bless 
our Church entrances and will include the traditional 
blessings for each room of the house in the bulletin. 



St. Leo Church, Hilton, New York  Website: www.stleochurch.org 

 

Life is too short to waste time hating anyone. 
If a relationship has to be a secret, you shouldn’ t be in it. 
When in doubt, just take the next small step. 

Stewardship:.A Christian Steward does not dedicate his time, his talent, 
his treasure that they may become God’s, but because the are God’s. 

 
 Talent: A special “Thank you”  to the Little Flowers for Jesus for clean-
ing our Church for this Christmas season. Thanks also to all who helped  
decorate our worship space. We cannot forget to thank all who re-
sponded to our Parish’s giving tree by purchasing gifts for our less for-
tunate friends. The generous response was reflective our your love for 
others. Your thoughtfulness mirrors the love of Christ. 
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 Treasure for  December  18 &  19, 2010 
Parishioner households using envelopes contributed:....  $6,675.21 
Visitors & Others contributed: ..........................................  $269.10 
5 Children using envelopes contributed: ................................$8.00 
0  Children’s good deeds was given to God    Boy, is Santa sad! 
Miscellaneous Additional Funds:....................................$4,403.54 
2nd Collection for Fuel: ..................................................$1,769.15 
Attendance: ...............................................................................725 

Let us remember in prayer all those 
who have died recently, including  

 

Frank Sapienza, grandfather of David Sapienza,  
Joyce Lemcke  

                and all our departed relatives and friends. 

 

Our Sanctuary Candle in Church burns in prayer for 
all those who are alone or who mourn the loss of a 
loved one, especially during this Christmas season. 
********************************************************************  

Our Sanctuary Candle in the Divine Mercy Chapel 
burns in prayer for all those who suffer from illness or incar-
ceration and for their families and caregivers. 

CHRISTMAS CASH RAFFLE WINNERS 

Congratulations to the winners of our Christmas Cash Raf-
fle. The first prize of $1,250 was won by Lee Henner; Second 
prize, $500 was won by Craig McNair and the third prize of 
$250 was won by Ashley Jones. Congratulation to all! Thanks to 
all who purchased/and or sold tickets to make this raffle a suc-
cess.  

 

HILTON EAST DRIVER THIS WEEK 

Brian Simpson is the driver for Sunday, January 2. 
 

DAILY MASS 

A Great Way to Begin or  End Your  Day 
Can you spare 30 minutes or so in the morning or evening 

to grow closer to God through the Holy Eucharist? Come and 
join us on Monday evenings at 5:30 PM and Tuesday, Wednes-
day and Thursday mornings at 8:30 AM for the celebration of 
Mass. There is a Communion Service each Friday at 8:30 AM. 
The Lord is calling - can you hear?  

 

**** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** ** **** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** ** ****  
A little boy was asked in Sunday school what he was going to 
give his sister for Christmas. “ I don’ t know,”  he replied. “What 
did you give her last year,”  the teacher asked. “Chicken pox,”  he 
replied.    Reprinted with permission, The Joyful Noiseletter 

We welcome to our family of faith:    

Gabriel Louis Santiago. 
 

Through our prayers and example 
may we all be models o faith to inspire this child. 

SNOWBIRDS! 

Each year a number of parishioners head south for warmer cli-
mates. If you will be away and wish to receive the parish bulletin, 
please complete the following and drop it in the collection basket 
or return it to the Parish Office. Help us save money on postage 
by advising us the begin and end date to avoid paying “postage 
due”  for your envelopes. Think of us also while you are “basking 
in the sunshine.”  
 
Name:_______________________________________ 
 
Address:_____________________________________ 
 
“Winter Address” :_____________________________ 
 
____________________________________________ 
 
I will be leaving on:____________________________ 
 
I will be returning on:___________________________ 

IN NEED  OF  OUR  PRAYER 
Betsy Bauer     Dee Marlatt 
Barbara Beach     Michelle Masters 
Kyle Bishop     Dale Mattison 
Mitzi Bishop     Cathy Miller 
Roberto Bustillo    David Miller 
Dana Ciamprone    Gene Miller 
Denise Cannizzo    Donna Pfarrer 
Peter Capone     Kathi Popowich 
Dorothy DeLong    Tom Popowich 
Vincent DiStefano    Sr. Carole Proia 
Susan Ewsuck     Gloria Rissley 
Marie Fallon     Ellie Reyner 
Julie Felgenhauer    Jennifer Sanders 
Madison Gears    Frank Schrimp 
Van Geisler     Ann Smith 
Shirley Grant     Marion Sperry 
Craig Harnischfeger   Debbie Stahl 
Miriam Harnischfeger   Sharon Stowe 
Evie Harris     Maureen Sullivan 
Janet Hatfield     Kay Tilebein 
Matthew Hoffman    Amy VanWuyckhuyse 
Michael Lee     John Velekkakan 
Genevieve Lickona    Jamie Verhey 
Mary Mack     Charles Wenzel 
Rosemary Maeder    Ben Wittman 
     and all others in need of our prayers 

OFFICE CLOSED 
 

Sunday, December 26 and Monday, December 27 
The Parish Office will reopen on Tuesday,  

December 28 at 9:00 AM 



 
St. Leo Church, Hilton, New York           Website: www.stleochurch.org December 25 & 26, 2010 

Parish Ministry Center  
585 392-2710 - hstleoch@dor.org,167 Lake Ave — P O Box 725 
Hilton, NY 14468-0725 
Web Site: STLEOCHURCH.ORG; Fax: 585-392-9254 
Ministry Team 
Rev. Dr. Joseph Catanise, Pastor 
FCatanise@dor.org - Phone ext. 3, then press 1 
Betty Murphy, Secretary & Assistant to the Pastor 
BMurphy@dor.org - Phone ext. 3, then press 2 
Dominic Salamida II, Director of Christian Formation 
DSalamida@dor.org - Phone ext. 3, then press 3 
Sandy Young, Christian Form. Steward, Phone 3,then press 8 
Patricia Gorman, Director of Music & Liturgy 
PGorman@dor.org - Phone 3, then press 4 
Sharon Prince, Bulletin Editor 
SPrince@dor.org - Phone 3, then press 5 
Michele Pechie, Youth Minister 
MPechie@dor.org - Phone 3, then press 6 
Deacon William Lenhart 
WLenhart@dor.org - Phone 3, then press 7 
Pastoral Council Chair  &  Vice-Chair : 
Dan Streicher, dstreicher@schulerhaas.com 
Carol Jones, djones31@rochester.rr.com 
Finance Council Chair : 
Brian Simpson, brianls65@hotmail.com, 964-3664 
Stewardship Council Chair : 
Ann Wenzel amwrgw35@rochester.rr.com 392-8597 
Par ish Office Hours: 
Monday, through Friday 
9:00 AM - 12:00 PM - 1:00 PM - 4:00 PM 
Sunday: 9:00 AM - 12:00 PM 
MINISTRY TO THE SICK: Please contact the Parish Office, 
392-2710, concerning the needs of the sick, hospitalized or shut-
ins. Those unable to attend Mass regularly will have Holy Com-
munion brought to their homes. 
PARISH MEMBERSHIP: Those who choose to worship regu-
larly with us are invited and welcome to formally join our parish 
community offering your time, talent and financial support. 
Please call the Parish Office, 392-2710 to register. 
CHRISTIAN FORMATION - On-going education for Pre-
School through adults.  
RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTS:  
(R.C.I .A.) Our faith community invites anyone who is interested 
in becoming Catholic or wishes to complete their initiation into 
the Catholic Church by receiving Eucharist and/or Confirmation. 
Please contact Deacon Bill Lenhart at 392-2710x3 then 7. 
SACRAMENT OF MINISTERIAL PRIESTHOOD (HOLY 
ORDERS) Interested in serving the People of God? To proclaim 
the Gospel, preside at Liturgies, see Fr. Joe. If interested in be-
coming a Deacon, see Fr. Joe or Deacon Bill.  
SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE: Contact the Parish Office, 
392-2710, as soon as you become engaged. 
SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM: Contact Deacon Bill six 
months before the anticipated birth date. Parent class required. 
WILLS: Please remember St. Leo Church in your will to ensure 
the future of our Catholic tradition. 

CMA: 116 % 

OF GOAL: 

 $46,509.00 

PLEDGED 

We certainly did 
“Let Our  L ight 
Shine!”  Sincere 
thanks to the 260 

donors who helped St. Leo the Great Church reach 116% of our goal with 
$46,509.00 pledged. Our gratitude for all who help our greater Church. As Bishop 
Clark stated in the beginning of the Catholic Ministries Appeal: “From the very 
beginnings of the faith and the earthly ministry of Our Lord, our Church has de-
pended on the faithful to provide their time and energy, skills and gifts in building 
the Kingdom of God. Without financial support, we could not adequately teach 
our young, help our old, feed our poor, maintain our churches and other buildings, 
or provide for our priests. The Body of Christ’s only real means of support is 
through the generosity of its members.”  Your contributions provide support for 
our Seminarians, teach our young, help our old, feed our poor, maintain our 
churches and other buildings, or provide for our priests. The Body of Christ’s only 
real means of support is through the generosity of its members. And you give 
“ locally”  – more than half of every dollar raised returns to your parish in the form 
of services and programming your parish would have a difficult time providing on 
its own” . So, once again, thank you to all who “Made our St. Leo Light Shine!”  

 
** * ** * ** * ** * ** * ** * ** * ** * ** * ** * ** * ** * ** * ** * ** * ** * ** * ** * ** * ** * ** * ** *  

“A light will shine on us this day, the Lord is born for us; he shall be called 
Wonderful God, Prince of Peace, Father of the world to come; and His kingship 
will never end.”     — Isaiah 9:2 

 

“The creator of the heavens obeys a carpenter; the God of eternal glory listens 
to a poor virgin. Let the philosopher no longer disdain from listening to the com-
mon laborer; the wise, to the simple; the educated, to the illiterate; a child of a 
prince, to a mere peasant.”     — St. Anthony of Padua 

 

“ It is Christmas every time you let God love others through you...yes, it is 
Christmas every time you smile at your brothers and sisters and offer them your 
hand.”      — Bl. Teresa of Calcutta 

 

“What the parish celebrates during this season is not primarily a birthday, but 
the beginning of a decisive new phase in the tempestuous history of God’s hunger  
for human companions.”     — Nathan D. Mitchell 

SCRIPTURE CORNER 
Do you want to spend time in prayer each day? 

A good way to begin is to read or reread the daily 
Scripture readings. Prepare for Mass by taking a few 
moments to read the Scripture readings  
Readings for the week of December 26, 2010 
Sunday:  Sir 3:2-7, 12-14/Col 3:12-21 or 3:12-
17/Mt 2:13-15, 19-23 
Monday: 1 Jn 1:1-4/Jn 20:1a, 2-8 
Tuesday: 1 Jn 1:5-2.2/Mt 2:13-18 
Wednesday: 1 Jn 2:3-11/Lk 2:22-35 
Thursday: 1 Jn 2:12-17/Lk 2:36-40 
Friday:  1 Jn 2:18-21/Jn 1:1-18 
Saturday: Nm 6:22-27/Gal 4:4-7/Lk 2:16-21 
Next Sunday Is 60:1-6/Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6/ M t 2:1-12: 

MASS SCHEDULE FOR THIS WEEK 

Monday - St. John, apostle and evangelist 
5:30 PM  Ron Avery (Barbara and Tom Snape) 

Tuesday - The  Holy Innocents 
8:30 AM - Al Bishop (Family) 

Wednesday - St. Thomas Beckett, bishop and martyr 
8:30 AM - Joyce Lemcke (Jay and Betty Murphy) 

Thursday - The Sixth Day in the Octave of Christmas 
8:30 AM - Raymond and Regina Catanise (Fr. Joe and family) 

Fr iday - St. Sylvester, pope 
Saturday - The Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother  of God 
10:30 AM  To Honor Mary, Mother of God (Rosary Society) 
Sunday - The Epiphany of the Lord 

8:00 AM  Kathie Lenhart (Tim & Traci Santo and Family) 
10:30 AM  Joseph Gorman (Mary and the Mike Gorman  
       Family) 
  6:00 PM  In Remembrance of the Holy Innocents 



 

 
The Dady Brothers 

Peace through Music - for 36 years 
21st. Ireland Tour  - May 16-28, 2011 

See Ireland through the eyes, songs & music of 
Joe & John as they lead their 21st tour 

for information: www.dadybros.com 

 
 

YOUR AD  
HERE 
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�  
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Thomas E. Burger  
Funeral Home, Inc. 

 

735 East Ave. 
Hilton, NY  
392-7100 

www.burgerfuneralhome.com 
Thomas E. Burger , President 

St. Leo Parishioner 
 

“ We serve every family as 
our very own.”  

Mike’s Automotive 
Major and Minor Repair 

            (585) 392-7799  
Mike Liccione 

650 Lake Ave 
Hilton, NY 

 mikesautomotive@peoplepc.com 

Thomas A. Rohr  
Attorney & Counselor at Law 

109 Lake Ave - Suite 210, Hilton, NY 
Parishioner   -  4 doors from St. Leo’s 

Tel: (585)663-7050 - Fax:(877)775-4686 
E-mail: tarohr@aol.com 

No charge for first conference 
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To place an ad call the Parish Office @ 392-2710             St. Leo the Great, Hilton, NY 
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80 South Ave. Big M Plaza Hilton 
585-392-TECH 
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     *Monuments       *Markers 
     *Cleaning        *Custom Design 
     *Lettering       *Free Price Quote 

Financing Available 
 

4818 WEST RIDGE ROAD 
JUST WEST OF GREECE RIDGE MALL 

 349-2511 OPEN 7 DAYS 

 
 

M-F 9 am - 7 pm * Sat 9 am -1 pm  
 
 
M - F 6 am - 9 pm *Sat 7 am - 5 pm 

585-392-RXRX (7979) 
Peter J. Miles - Pharmacist/Manager 

SECOND TIME TREASURES 
AT ST. LEO! 

 

Sat. 10 AM  - 4 PM   Tues: 10 AM-4 PM  
Thurs. 2 PM-8 PM 

Stop in for  some treasures! 
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SISTERS OF ST. JOSEPH PRAY FOR US 

Every year, the Sisters of St. Joseph each 
choose a Parish to offer her prayers for 
the year. For the year 2011, Sister Stre-
phanie Riley will pray for St. Leo Parish. 
They send their thanks for the ways we 

help them to continue their mission of service and in turn, offer 
the gift of their prayers for all the concerns of our hearts. 

With blessings of this Christmas time, they send their 
wishes for a Blessed Christmas. 

 
 
 

CHARITABLE CONTRIBUTIONS FOR  

YOUR FINANCAL PLANNING 
The year 2010 is coming to an end and soon we will have 

to file our taxes. Contributions to the Church are tax-
deductible. Please consider charitable contributions to St. Leo 
Church as part of your financial planning. This is something 
that will benefit both the Church and the donor. To take advan-
tage of the tax write off for 2010, the contributions have to be 
made by December 27, 2010. Gifts may be earmarked to a 
specific purpose such as the Memorial Fund, Building Fund, 
etc. Thank you for your consideration and generosity always. 
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Merry Christmas! My name is Patty Gorman and I am the Music and Liturgy Director at St. 
Leo’s Church for the past 21 years. I’d like to welcome you to the music page of our bulletin. 
Our Music Ministry is made up of 5 different choirs and 1 band. New members are always wel-
come in all of the groups! Singing is praying twice, so why not make this your New Year’s 
Resolution! 
Children’s Choir  is open to children ages 4-12. They rehearse on Mondays from 6:45-7:30pm. 
The choir sings once per month and presently consists of 24 members. The 12 yr. olds are wel-
come to bring their instruments, also. Festive Choir  is open to teens age 13 to adult. The choir 
usually sings 3 out of 4 times per month.  They meet on Wednesdays from 7:15-8:15 PM and 
presently have 15 members. The Jr . Bell Choir  is open to children about age 9-13 and they 
rehearse on Mondays from 6-6:45 PM. They ring at the 10:30 Mass once per month. The Sr . 
Bell Choir  is open to adults of all ages! They rehearse on Mondays from 7-8 PM and ring once 
per month at the 10:30 Mass. The Resurrection Choir  is a music group of teens and adults that 
sing at funerals. They meet ½ hr. prior to a funeral and rehearse. There are currently 25 mem-
bers in this choir and many more are welcome. Hear ts Ablaze Band currently has 10 members 

and rehearses biweekly on Mondays from 7:30-9 PM. They play at the Life Teen Mass on Sunday evenings at 6:00 PM. Their group 
presently contains singers, a drummer, guitarists, and keyboardist. We are always looking for more friends to join all of our groups, 
so please check us out. For more information. please feel free to call me at 392-2710x4 or email me at pgorman@dor.org. 

Merry Christmas! Patty Gorman 
� � � � � 
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Welcome to All! Hello my name is Michele Pechie. I am the Youth Minister 
for our St Leo Parish. St. Leo is a Life Teen Parish. Life Teen is an interna-
tional Catholic movement that serves the Church by providing resources and 
faith experiences that help lead teens closer to Christ. This is accomplished 
through a vibrant Eucharistic spirituality and by creating opportunities for 
teens to grow in their faith. This is made possible through the time and talent of our adult core team and all of our teens. 

We celebrate a Life Teen Mass every Sunday evening at 6:00 PM followed by our Youth Ministry programs from 7:00-8:30 PM. 
Our program consists of the “Edge”  for junior high youth grades 6-8 and “Life Nights”  for our senior high teens grades 9-12. We 
have a variety of youth nights focusing on: learning our Catholic faith, applying our faith to issues that face our young people, living 
out Social Justice through service and having fun in a Catholic Christian environment. 

St. Leo Youth ministry also offers CYO Basketball and Softball, Steubenville Summer Youth Conference, Group Work Camp, 
Diocesan retreats and St. Leo in-house retreats. 

Please join us on Sunday evenings for our Life Teen Mass and Youth group gatherings. All are welcome! Check out our website 
@ www.stleochurch.org follow the St. Leo Youth Group link. Please feel free to contact me with any questions or for more informa-
tion: mpechie@dor.org, 392-2710x6 or 978-1792. Have a very Merry Christmas and a Blessed New Year! 

God Bless, Michele Pechie 
� � � � � � � � � 	 � 
 � � � � 	 � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � 	 �

My name is Betty Murphy and I am the Parish Secretary here at St. Leo’s. I may very well be the first person you speak to if you 
stop in or call St. Leo’s. It has been a pleasure and unique experience being the Parish Secretary for the last 17 years. I have followed 
in the footsteps of some wonderful, brave, women! Any time you call or stop into the Parish Office, you will be greeted by the beauti-
ful smiles of several Office Stewards; wonderful women who give of their time and talents to help me keep the Office running. It’ s a 
happy place!  

There are many different services that we provide, such as preparing Baptismal, First Eucharist, Confirmation and Marriage Cer-
tificates.  But more often, we field all manner of questions (like, “What time is the 5:00 PM Mass?!) and try to be as helpful as possi-
ble. I also keep Fr. Joe’s appointment calendar.  So, if you are interested in becoming a member of St. Leo’s, give me a call and I’ ll 
set up a time when Fr. Joe can come to your house, meet you, the kids, the animals, bless your house, if you’d like, and get you regis-
tered to become a part of a wonderful, active, vibrant parish. 

My Office hours are Monday through Friday, 9:00 AM to 12:00 Noon, and 1:00 PM to 4:30 PM.  Sundays the Office is open 
from 9:00 AM to 12:00 Noon. We can be reached at 392-2710 or you can email me at:  bmurphy@dor.org. 

God bless! Betty Murphy 
 

ARE WE SO DIFFERENT? 

Msgr. Robert L. Stern, Secretary General of the Catholic Near East Welfare Association which serves the churches and peoples 
of the Middle East, North Africa, and India (excerpted): 

‘ “Behold! The angels said: “Oh Mary! God gives you glad tidings of a Word from Him; his name well be Christ Jesus, the son 
of Mary, held in honor in this world and the Hereafter and of those nearest to God…” 

“No, this isn’ t from the Gospels - it’s verse 45 of Chapter 3 of the Quran. Muslims venerate both Mary and Jesus. They con-
sider the followers of Jesus - and Moses - as fellow believers in the one God…(Some militant extremists consider Jews, Christians, 
and other Muslims as ‘unbelievers’  and treat them accordingly.)  

“Would that in the celebration of the birth of Jesus, all believers could find some common ground.”  
      Reprinted with permission, The Joyful Noiseletter 
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Let us adore Him, Chr ist the Lord!  Merry Christmas to all!  My name is Dominic Salamida and I have served as Director of 
Christian Formation (Religious Education) here at St. Leo the Great Parish for the past four years. I thank God for leading me here 
to this wonderful and Holy Spirit filled community! Thanks be to God, these years have been some of the most blessed of my life. 
Every Christmas Season we are invited to ponder more fully the gift of God in Christ Jesus. Of course, the Church invites us to do 
this all year, but in a special way as we consider Emmanuel, God with us as a tiny infant. Jesus is a light to the nations Who shows 
us the truth about God and about the very meaning of our existence…to love and to be loved! As we adore the Christ child in the 
crib, we see the shadow of the cross, and understand more fully what love really is…dying to oneself for the good of another. He 
did it for love of you and me and for our eternal good! 

To grow in that love more deeply here at St. Leo, we strive to provide opportunities for religious education for people of every 
age, child through adult. Sundays, 9:00-10:15 AM, we have many excellent stewards who serve as catechists and spend their time 
each week to teach those in Grades 1-5 about the faith in an age appropriate way. During the 10:30 AM Mass, catechist stewards 
teach the pre-school and kindergarten children so they can grow closer to Jesus and parents can focus on their own faith enrich-
ment attending Mass. About a dozen families have chosen our new Summer Intensive Program for the religious education of 
their children (K-5), which will run August 1-5, 9AM to 3PM each day. We look forward to a wonderful Vacation Bible School 
August 8-12, 9AM to Noon daily. Many stewards help with the immediate preparation of children and parents for the celebration 
of the Sacraments. 

For adults we have RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults) Classes for those who would like to become Catholic or 
complete their initiation. A group meets monthly to study the “Women of Grace”  program, while another group is studying 
weekly Mother  Angelica’s book with reflections on Sacred Scr ipture. More and more adults are participating in Cursillo and  
men’s and women’s retreat weekends. Afterwards they meet for a monthly Ultreya pot-luck gathering and for small group shar-
ing and support. In Lent we’ ll be having a L ife in the Spir it Seminar . It is so important to nurture our faith as adults! Do you 
have a hunger to know and believe more deeply your Catholic Faith? 

Please, come and talk to me about your educational and formational needs as a Catholic Christian today. Let’s seek God with 
all our hearts since, in the words of St. Augustine, “Our hearts are restless O God, until they rest in You.”  Time goes by so 
quickly…let’s make the most of it and seek a deeper love relationship with God Who loves us and gave us the greatest gift the 
world has ever known, Jesus Chr ist! 
Come, Holy Spirit!!! Dominic Salamida 

 

THE CHRISTMAS SEASON 

The Christmas season is here. It all begins with the celebration of our Savior’s birth on Dec. 25. Like all great feasts, this cele-
bration is too important to last just one day. Christmas itself goes on for 12 days. The history of the observance of the 12 days of 
Christmas goes all the way back to the year 567 when the church Council of Tours in France called the days between Dec. 25 and 
Jan. 6 a festival season. Traditionally this was a time set aside for relaxation and merriment after the long weeks of preparation 
during Advent. People did only the work that was truly needed and they enjoyed the festivities with families and friends. Hospital-
ity was a core value throughout the 12 days of Christmas. The figures of the Magi were placed far, far away from the Christmas 
crib underneath the tree. Every day the magi were moved over a little bit closer until, on Epiphany, they would arrive at Bethle-
hem. Those wise men from the East were among the first Christmas guests. The traditional welcome of guests at Christmastime 
prevailed for centuries. There is an old proverb that states “A guest in the home is Christ in the home.”  Hence, hospitality remains 
a very important Christmas custom. 

The octave of Christmas, the feast of Mary, the Mother of God, Jan. 1, is a solemnity during those 12 days of Christmas. But 
some other important feasts come along which are truly worth celebrating. On the Sunday between Christmas and New Year’s we 
celebrate the feast of the Holy Family, Jesus, Mary and Joseph. When there is no Sunday between Christmas and New Year’s the 
feast of the Holy Family is observed on Dec. 30. This year it falls on the day after Christmas.  

The three days after Christmas invite us to celebrate with saintly friends of Jesus, our newborn King. Dec. 26 is the feast of St. 
Stephen, deacon and the first martyr. Dec. 27 is the feast of St. John the Apostle and Evangelist, the beloved apostle. Dec. 28 com-
memorates the slaying of the Holy Innocents, little children whose lives were taken because King Herod regarded the newborn 
child of Bethlehem, whom he was unable to find, a threat to his sovereign role. 

In the Christmas carol entitled “The Twelve Days of Christmas,”  there are some who claim 
that the lyrics were written as a kind of “catechism song”  to help children learn about their faith, 
especially at a time when Catholicism was discouraged in England. Even though these lyrical 
origins are dismissed by many, they are still helpful as a tool for remembering some of the im-
portant truths of our faith. The explanation usually runs as follows: The partridge in a pear tree 
– Jesus Christ; two turtle doves – the Old and New Testaments; three French hens – the theo-
logical virtues of faith, hope and charity; four calling birds - the four gospels; five golden rings 
– the “Pentateuch”  or the first five books of the Old Testament; six geese a-laying – the six days 
of creation; seven swans a-swimming – the seven gifts of the Holy Spirit; eight maids a-milking 
– the eight beatitudes; nine ladies dancing – the nine choirs of angels; 10 lords a-leaping – the 
10 commandments; 11 pipers piping – the 11 faithful apostles; and twelve drummers drumming 
– the 12 essential doctrines in the Apostles Creed.  

When all is said and done, dear friends, you are encouraged to celebrate Christmas, cer-
tainly not just for a day, hopefully for all twelve days and, best of all, every single day of your 
life. After all, the news of Christmas is too good to put away in the attic for another year. Merry 
Christmas! 


