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ST. LEO PARISH MISSION STATEMENT 
“St. Leo the Great Catholic Church is a welcoming parish which is strengthened by the Eucharist, and which keeps Jesus Christ at 

its center. We are a community of faith characterized by prayerful worship, community involvement, evangelical discipleship, and vi-
brant stewardship. We are an ever-growing resource for spiritual renewal and Catholic teaching in the Hilton-Parma area. Our parish 
strives to be financially stable. Our parish collaborates with the Diocese of Rochester and other faith communities to develop dynamic 
programs that address the needs of the parish and the greater community.”           

  A Stewardship Parish which gathers at 167 Lake Avenue, Hilton, New York 14468 

West by Northwest 
 

A Cursillo Ultreya Center 
of the Rochester Diocese 

 

Ultreya meets last  
Saturday of each month 

MASSES FOR LOVED ONES 

It is a wonderful tradition in our church to have Masses said for our 
loved ones. Usually Masses are schedule for birthdays and day of death. 
But a Mass can be said at any time. When is the last time you had a Mass 
said for your Mom or Dad, sister or brother, or a dear friend. It’s easy to 
schedule a Mass. All you have to do is call the Parish Office at 392-2710. 
The usual offering is $10.00. We are a communion of saints. Let’s not 
forget those who are dear to us, who are praying for us in the Lord. 

 
STEWARDS NEEDED 

We are in need of a steward (or stewards) to sand, stain, refinish and 
do some minor repair to our benches that are usually around the Marian 
Shrine. All the benches, even Don Yockel’s Memorial bench, are now 
sitting outside the rectory waiting for some good person to come forward 
and put them back in good condition. If you are willing to do this, please 
call the Parish Office at the above number. 

 
SUMMER SCHEDULE FOR LIFETEEN MASS 

The Summer schedule for Lifeteen Mass will begin on July 3 and 
end on August 28. Mass will begin at 7:00 PM. We will return to the 
Fall/Winter schedule on August 28. Please mark your calendars. 

 

Cat.Chat Vacation Bible School is coming 
to St. Leo’s again! Save the dates of August 8-12 for your children age 4 
through Grade 6. Your child must be 4 years old by April 1, 2011. 
Cat.Chat is a wonderful Catholic program that includes songs, skits, 
crafts, games, snacks and an opportunity for children to learn about our 
Sacraments while having a good time and experiencing the amazing love 
the Blessed Trinity has for us. The program runs from Monday through 
Friday from 9:00 AM until Noon. On Friday there will be a closing Mass 
and picnic and all family members are invited to attend. Registration 
forms are available in the Ambulatory. If you have any questions call or 
email Dominic at 392-2710 or dsalamida@dor.org. 

 
** * ** * ** * ** * ** * ** * ** * ** * ** * ** * ** * ** * ** * ** * ** * ** * ** * ** * ** * **  

A SUMMER PRAYER 

Lord God, we thank you for this season of summer. The warm sunshine 
reminds us of your constant care. The beautiful flowers call us to see 

your majesty and splendor. Your earth is filled 
with growth and goodness. As we share the fruits 
of your creation, help us to be a grateful people. 
Open our hearts to recognize all the gifts with 
which you bless us. On these warm summer days, 
help us to take the time to rejoice in your loving 
presence. We ask this in the name of Jesus, who 
lives forever and ever. Amen.     
    —Psalm 148:11-6 
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SUMMER MASS TIME FOR LIFETEEN MASS 
 

7:00 PM 
 

JULY 3 UNTIL AUGUST 28, 2011 
 

Be a Fr iend! Make a Fr iend! Br ing a Fr iend to Jesus! 

THIS WEEK AT ST. LEO 

Daily Masses:  Mon.-5:30 PM, Tues.-Thurs.- 8:30 AM 
Fri.– Communion Service 8:30 AM, Divine Mercy Chapel  
Divine Mercy Chaplet - Monday - Friday - 3:00 PM 
MONDAY -  June 27 

6:15 PM  Group Reunion 
TUESDAY - June 28 
10:00 AM - 4:00 PM Second Time Treasures 

7:00 PM  Rosary at Mary’s Shrine, weather permitting 
7:00 PM  K of C Council Meeting, Room 5 

WEDNESDAY - June 29 
9:00 AM - 8:30 PM Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

THURSDAY - June 30 
2:00 PM - 8:00 PM  St. Leo Resale Shop 

FRIDAY - July 1 
5:45 PM  Group Reunion 
6:30 PM  Little Flowers for Jesus 

SATURDAY - July 2 
10:00 AM - 4:00 PM   St. Leo Resale  Shop 

3:30 PM  Confessions 
5:00 PM  Mass 

SUNDAY - July 3 
8:00 AM  Mass 

10:30 AM  Mass and Children’s Liturgy 
7:00 PM  LifeTeen Mass 

 

NOTE: NEW START TIME FOR LIFETEEN MASS 

ATTENTION:  

ALL SENIOR GRADUATES: 
Congratulations! You made it! And the 
best is yet to come! Please fill out the 
tear-out coupon in this bulletin and 
return it to the Parish Office so you 

may be included in our Senior listing. We are proud of 
you’re the work you did to graduate and want the Parish to 
know what a great bunch of kids we have!  

Church parking. Trespassers will be baptized! 



St. Leo Church, Hilton, New York  Website: www.stleochurch.org 

Stewardship: Disciples give thanks to God for gifts received and strive 
to share them with others. That is why, as Vatican II says of the Eucha-
rist, “ If this celebrations is to be sincere and thorough, it must lead to 
various works of charity and mutual help, as well as missionary activity 
and to different forms of Christian witness.”    [Presbyterorum Ordinus, 
no 6]. 
 

Talent: Thanks to the Stewardship Committee for hosting the recent 
delicious Stewardship Appreciation Party. It was a lot of work and a 
good time was had by all. 
�
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 Treasure for  June 18 and19, 2011 
Parishioner households using envelopes contributed:.....$5,193.00 
Visitors & Others contributed: ...........................................$435.50 
5 Children using envelopes contributed: ................................$8.00 
2 Child’s good deed was given to God 
Miscellaneous Additional Funds:.......................................$439.75 
2nd Collection for Fuel: ..................................................$1,326.00 
Weekend Attendance:: ..............................................................635 

Our Sanctuary Candle in Church burns in prayer this week in 
honor of the graduating Senior High Class of 2011! Best of 
luck in your future wherever it takes you. 
*******************************************************************  

Our Sanctuary Candle in the Divine Mercy Chapel 
burns in prayer this week for all to have a safe, restful, 
enjoyable summer. 

IN NEED  OF  OUR  PRAYER 
Betsy Bauer     Matthew McManus 
Lynn Bello     Mary Beth Milner 
Mary Berry     Donald Murphy 
Floyd Blodgett    Mary Murphy 
Peter Capone     Nicholas 
Marie Castle     Sue Oechsle 
Donna Lee Court    Marlene Page 
Paula DiTucci    Donna Pfarrer 
Mary Ellis     Gail Phillips 
Susan Ewsuck    Kathie Popowich 
Bob Flannery    Ellen Reitter 
Laurie Gavigan    Ellie Reyner 
Alice Gears     Joan Rohr 
Shirley Grant    Marie Roncone 
Craig Harnischfeger   Betty Ryan 
Miriam Harnischfeger   Shirley Sage  
Timothy Hauck    George Sawdey 
Janette Huff      Josephine Scacchetti 
James Krieg     Frank Schrimp 
William R. Lenhart   Joanne Steiger 
Albert MacIntosh    Rita Strusienski 
Rosemary Maeder   Maureen Sullivan 
Allison McGrath    Marlyn Surash 
Luke McManus    Kay Tilebein 
       Robert Wilhelm 
    and all others in need of our prayers. 
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WEEKLY ADORATION NEEDS YOUR HELP 
St. Leo’s is offering Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament every 

Wednesday from 9:00 AM until 8:30 PM. There are two time slots that 
need to have Adorers: 1-2 PM and 7-8 PM. Two people are assigned to 
each half hour so the Blessed Sacrament is never left alone. If you can 
help, call Mary Lissow at 392-6985. How better to spend your time than 
with the Lord? Everyone is are invited to stop in for a few moments as 
your day allows and give thanks for your blessing from God, ask for a 
special intention or just share time with Jesus. This is a good way to 
spend some of your time this Summer. 

 
FR. ANTHONY BAETZOLD RETURNS TO ST. LEO’S 

All are joyfully invited to join us as Rev. Anthony Baetzold of the 
Franciscan Friars of the Renewal presides at the Saturday Eucharistic 
celebration at 1:00 PM, July 9, 2011 at St. Leo the Great Church. Seven 
Candidates from the Immaculate Heart of Mary and the Glory of the 
Most High Fraternities will be professed into the Secular Franciscan 
Order. Refreshments will follow. 

“You can’ t help getting older, but you don’ t have to get old.”  
             George Burns 
 

“A friend is someone who reaches for your hand but touches your 
heart.”             Anon 
“Happiness is an unexpected hug.”       Anon 

Let us remember in prayer all those  
who have died recently, including  

 

Carolann Belluccio, mother of Mary Zurick, 
Mary LaBrutto, Frederick Aeschbacher, Robert Oswald, Sr.,  

    and all our departed relatives and friends. 

SUMMER CHIC 

Did you read the article in the D&C regarding appropriate 
dress for the summer? There were some interesting points that are 
relevant to the proper dress for church also. While dress codes 
have become more relaxed in recent years, it’s best to leave the 
truly casual summer gear for your days at the beach. 

Bob Bailey, president of Partners & Napier, a Rochester firm, 
states you have be creative while dressing appropriately. That 
means no shorts, no tanks, spaghetti straps or strapless, and no flip 
flops. Fashionable professionals are very creative with their acces-
sories, wearing bold bangles or funky eyeglasses. 

If you are looking for a casual yet chic look that keeps you 
cool this summer, a dress is a great option for the girls. How about 
the men? Men should not wear shorts to the office (or church) “ in 
any way, shape or form,”  says Tom Julian, a trend analyst and 
president of Tom  Julian Group. Guys don’ t need to wear ties, but 
tanks and shorts do not present a good appearance. St. Leo’s is air-
conditioned, so proper attire should not be a problem. Should we 
not look as good coming to see Jesus and each other for one hour 
each week as we do when we are going to work? 

 
HILTON EAST DRIVER THIS WEEK 

Brian Simpson is the driver for Sunday, July 3. 
 

** * ** * ** * ** * ** * ** * ** * ** * ** * ** * ** * ** * ** * ** * ** * ** * ** * **  
“To have a good friend is one of the greatest delights of life.”  
        — Ralph Waldo Emerson 

 We welcome to our family of faith:  
     Alaina Beth Maloto, 

daughter of  Aldwin and Rhonda Maloto 

          Through our prayers and  
               example may we all 

                  be models of faith to 
             inspire this child. 
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Parish Ministry Center  
585 392-2710 - hstleoch@dor.org,167 Lake Ave — P O Box 725 
Hilton, NY 14468-0725 
Web Site: STLEOCHURCH.ORG; Fax: 585-392-9254 
Ministry Team 
Rev. Dr. Joseph Catanise, Pastor 
FCatanise@dor.org - Phone ext. 3, then press 1 
Betty Murphy, Secretary & Assistant to the Pastor 
BMurphy@dor.org - Phone ext. 3, then press 2 
Dominic Salamida II, Director of Christian Formation 
DSalamida@dor.org - Phone ext. 3, then press 3 
Sandy Young, Christian Form. Steward, Phone 3,then press 8 
Patricia Gorman, Director of Music & Liturgy 
PGorman@dor.org - Phone 3, then press 4 
Sharon Prince, Bulletin Editor 
SPrince@dor.org - Phone 3, then press 5 
Michele Pechie, Youth Minister 
MPechie@dor.org - Phone 3, then press 6 
Deacon William Lenhart 
WLenhart@dor.org - Phone 3, then press 7 
Pastoral Council Chair  &  Vice-Chair : 
Dan Streicher, dstreicher@schulerhaas.com 
Carol Jones, djones31@rochester.rr.com 
Finance Council Chair : 
Brian Simpson, brianls65@hotmail.com, 964-3664 
Stewardship Council Chair : 
Co-chairs: Monica Cosgrove, 392-8706 
Barb Surash, rsurash1@rochester.rr.com 366-4238 
Par ish Office Hours: 
Monday - Friday : 9:00 AM - 12:00 PM - 1:00 PM - 4:00 PM 
Sunday: 9:00 AM - 12:00 PM 
MINISTRY TO THE SICK: Please contact the Parish Office, 
392-2710, concerning the needs of the sick, hospitalized or shut-
ins. Those unable to attend Mass regularly will have Holy Com-
munion brought to their homes. 
PARISH MEMBERSHIP: Those who choose to worship regu-
larly with us are invited and welcome to formally join our parish 
community offering your time, talent and financial support. 
Please call the Parish Office, 392-2710 to register. 
CHRISTIAN FORMATION - On-going education for Pre-
School through adults.  
RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTS:  
(R.C.I .A.) Our faith community invites anyone who is interested 
in becoming Catholic or wishes to complete their initiation into 
the Catholic Church by receiving Eucharist and/or Confirmation. 
Please contact Deacon Bill Lenhart at 392-2710x3 then 7. 
SACRAMENT OF MINISTERIAL PRIESTHOOD (HOLY 
ORDERS) Interested in serving the People of God? To proclaim 
the Gospel, preside at Liturgies, see Fr. Joe. If interested in be-
coming a Deacon, see Fr. Joe or Deacon Bill.  
SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE: Contact the Parish Office, 
392-2710, as soon as you become engaged. 
SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM: Contact Deacon Bill six 
months before the anticipated birth date. Parent class required. 
WILLS: Please remember St. Leo Church in your will to ensure 
the future of our Catholic tradition. 

SCRIPTURE CORNER 
Do you want to spend time in prayer each day? A 

good way to begin is to read or reread the daily Scripture 
readings. Prepare for Mass by taking a few moments to 
read the Scripture readings  
Readings for the week of June 26, 2011 
Sunday:  Dt 8:2-3, 14b-116a/1 Cor 10:16-17/  
   Jn 6:51-58 
Monday:  Gn 18:16-33Mt 8:18-22 
Tuesday:  Gn 19:15-29/Mt 8:23-27 
Wednesday: Acts 12:1-11/2 Tm 4:6-8, 17-18/ 
   Mt 16:13-19 
Thursday: Gn 22:1b-19/Mt 9:1-8 
Friday:  Dt 7:6-11/1 Jn 4:7-16/Mt 11:25-30 
Saturday:  Gn 27:1-5, 15-29/Lk 2:41-51 
Next Sunday:Zec 9:9-10/Rom 8:9, 11-13/ 
   Mt 11:25-30 
Pray for our Seminarians and for priestly vocations. 

MASS SCHEDULE FOR THIS WEEK 

Monday - St. Cyril of Alexanddria, bishop and doctor of the Church 
5:30 PM  Marge Eichas (husband, Art) 

Tuesday -  St. Irenaeus, bishop and martyr 
8:30 AM  George Edelman, Sr. (wife, June) 

Wednesday - Sts. Peter and Paul apostles 
8:30 AM  Fr. Joseph D’Aurizio (Bequest) 

Thursday - The First Holy Martyrs of the Holy Roman Church 
8:30 AM  August and Maria Sulewski (Ursula Laszewski) 

Fr iday - The Most Sacred Heart of Jesus 
8:30 AM  Communion Service 

Saturday - The Immaculate Heart of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
5:00 PM  To Honor Our Lady of Mt. Carmel (Rosary Society) 

Sunday - Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
8:00 AM  John Eichas (Art Eichas) 

10:30 AM  K. Harry Koller (Marge and Gary Bower) 
7:00 PM  Mike Bower (The Denaro Family) 
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ST. PAUL THE APOSTLE Feast Day June 29 

Paul, a Jew born in Tarsus, was a Pharisee and a tent-maker. He took part in 
the persecution of Christians until, while traveling on the road to Damascus to 
persecute Christians there, he had a vision that led him to convert. From then on, 
baptized by the disciple Ananias, he began preaching, founded several communi-
ties, and lived in Rome for three years. He died in Rome during the reign of 
Nero, around the year 65, according to tradition beheaded with a sword. He is 
depicted in a tunic and pallium, with dark hair and a long beard, usually holding 
a book and a sword. St. Paul is the protector of Theologians and the Catholic 
press. The name Paul is of Latin origin and means “Small in stature, humble.”  

COLLEGE AND HIGH SCHOOL  

GRADUATES! 

Please let us know what is happening in your life. We are 
proud to call you “ family”  and want to congratulate and wish 
you continued success. The listing will appear in the bulletin 

of July 3. 
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PARENTS: Proud of your graduate? We are too and would like to ac-

knowledge their accomplishment (and yours) in the parish bulletin. Please 
complete the form below and return to the Parish Office via the collection bas-
ket or mail. We will publish the names of our high school and college gradu-
ates and their accomplishments. 
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The Dady Brothers 
Peace through Music - for 36 years 

See Ireland through the eyes, songs & music of 
Joe & John as they lead their  tours 

For information:  
www.dadybros.com 
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Thomas E. Burger  
Funeral Home, Inc. 

 

735 East Ave. 
Hilton, NY  
392-7100 

www.burgerfuneralhome.com 
Thomas E. Burger , President 

St. Leo Parishioner 
 

“ We serve every family as 
our very own.”  

Mike’s Automotive 
Major and Minor Repair 

            (585) 392-7799  
Mike Liccione 

650 Lake Ave 
Hilton, NY 

 mikesautomotive@peoplepc.com 

Thomas A. Rohr  
Attorney & Counselor at Law 

109 Lake Ave - Suite 210, Hilton, NY 
Parishioner   -  4 doors from St. Leo’s 

Tel: (585)663-7050 - Fax:(877)775-4686 
E-mail: tarohr@aol.com 

No charge for first conference 
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To place an ad call the Parish Office @ 392-2710             St. Leo the Great, Hilton, NY 
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     *Monuments       *Markers 
     *Cleaning        *Custom Design 
     *Lettering       *Free Price Quote 

Financing Available 
 

4818 WEST RIDGE ROAD 
JUST WEST OF GREECE RIDGE MALL 

 349-2511 OPEN 7 DAYS 

 
 

M-F 9 am - 7 pm * Sat 9 am -1 pm  
 
 
M - F 6 am - 9 pm *Sat 7 am - 5 pm 

585-392-RXRX (7979) 
Peter J. Miles - Pharmacist/Manager 

SECOND TIME TREASURES 
AT ST. LEO! 

 

Sat. 10 AM  - 4 PM   Tues: 10 AM-4 PM  
Thurs. 2 PM-8 PM 

Stop in for  some treasures! 
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Please remember 
 St. Leo Church  

in Your Will. 
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The following article was written by Fr. Ed Palumbos, Pastor of the Church of the Assumption. It contains 
some wonderful words of wisdom for us all. 
 
SAID ED    Male Spirituality 
 

Today we honor the fathers in our lives. Our fathers have a very important role in helping us understand and value 
life. They teach us about what is really important in life. The men in our lives teach us about God, whom Jesus 
tells is “our” Father as well as His. 
 

I am concerned that there seems to be increasing disrespect for men in our culture. Have you noticed so many 
commercials of late that seem to have male bashing as their theme? It is really getting to annoy me! At first I 
thought it was humorous that the father of the family is depicted as sort of a nice but dull witted fellow as he tries 
to fold the stroller and put it in the back of the new van. Do you know that car commercial that I mean? The Dad is 
fumbling to try to fold the stroller to fit into the back end of the van while his wife is hustling the kids into the car, 
loading the bags for the journey and generally being very much on top of the situation. All the while Dad stands at 
the back of the van trying to fold the stroller. Finally with annoyance and little patience, the woman comes around 
the back of the car, flips a switch, the car seat folds down, she picks up the stroller still unfolded and puts it into 
the back of the car. The man stands there rather befuddled as the wife says “honey are you coming?”   

 

I’m getting tired of the subtle and the not so subtle ways in which men in our culture are put down. Perhaps this 
trend is a reaction to the many ways in which men have put women down, but that is no excuse. Two wrongs don’t 
make a right, both are wrong. 
  

I think it’s time for men to be a little more assertive about the gentler and more spiritual sides. I’m concerned that 
somehow spirituality seems to be the province of women. That men are characterized as the strong providers and 
women as the sole nurturers. This doesn’t reflect a balanced view of reality nor the Christian outlook on life.   
  

God calls men and women to live in partnership with each other; to celebrate their relationship in the most intimate 
way in the Sacrament of Marriage. There is a give and take, a covenanted relationship between men and women 
in which they compliment each other’s strengths and support each other in their limitations.   
  
So much of our advertising on television and in the print media depicts men as slightly dull, overshadowed by their 
sparkling wives or women partners; in some way lacking. Check it out, make a note of this portrayal of men in our 
culture. I think it is a darned shame and I wish we could address this directly and begin to do something about it.  
(That’s my Father’s Day resolution.) 
 

We need an authentic male spirituality: one that speaks to every man about his daily experience, which quite often 
involves routine, tedium, and ordinariness. There’s a part in every male human being that is rooted in God and 
that finds in itself the search for the authentic, the adventurous, and the awesome. We need to call this forth from 
our hearts, guys. We need to recognize it for what it is: a gift from God.   
 

Lord God,. 
    To those who have never had a pet, 
    this prayer will sound strange, 
    but to You, Lord of All Life and Creator of All Creatures, 
    it will be understandable. 
My heart is heavy 
   as I face the loss in death of my beloved ____name______ 
   who was so much a part of my life. 
 

This pet made my life more enjoyable 
   and gave me cause to laugh 
   and to find joy in his/her company. 
I remember the fidelity and loyalty of this pet 
   and will miss his/her being with me. 
From him/her I learned many lessons, 
   such as the quality of naturalness 
   and the unembarrassed request for affection. 
In caring for his/her daily needs, 
   I was taken up and out of my own self-needs 
   and thus learned to service another. 
 

May the death of this creature of Yours 
   remind me that death comes to all of us, 
   animal and human, 
   and that it is the natural passage for all life, 
May_________name______sleep on  
   in an eternal slumber in Your godly care 
   as all creation awaits the fullness of liberation. 
Amen. 
  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

SAME SEX MARRIAGE DENIES CHILDREN RIGHTS 

(Some thoughts by Fr. Mickey McGrath on the important issue facing the New York State Legislature regarding  marriage. 

This is well-worth reading) 

I was away last week when Doug Mandelaro sent out the reprint of the Bishop©s statement on marriage; I made the effort 
to contact a number of lawmakers the week before.   

 
Of course, it is very appropriate and extremely helpful to have the bishop©s article re-presented to us, but it also seems 

necessary at this time to step outside some of the theological arguments and to address society at the secular level, namely, 
with arguments based on the natural law and the common good – fundamental building blocks of mores and civil law in west-
ern civilization. The attached article that appeared in the Harvard Law Review, What is Marriage?, by Sherif Girgis, Robert 
George and Ryan Anderson discusses these and many other facets of this issue. It addresses the questions, what is the nature 
of marriage, what does it do for society, and furthermore, if we change marriage (not simply expand it) what will be it©s effect 
in society? 

 
This letter is not an exhaustive treatment of the question, but simply meant to open people©s minds to the fuller arguments 

and look at this issue in light of some of the larger historical and philosophical questions. In the article Gergis, George and 
Anderson posit that “Marriage is valuable in itself, but its inherent orientation to the bearing and rearing of children contrib-
utes to its distinctive structure, including norms of monogamy and fidelity...”  and that this benefits children and explains 
“why marriage is important to the common good and why the state should recognize and regulate it”  (p. 246).   

 
They point out that marriage is not necessarily a religious question since a great many religions that are separate and dis-

tinct all recognize the same values. So no one religion invented marriage, therefore their arguments are not an appeal to reli-
gious authority.   

 
It is important to see is that what is often missing from the arguments both for and against same sex marriage, is that chil-

dren have fundamental rights and they are being ignored. In this way, sadly, the arguments today sound eerily similar to those 
of the abortion debate decades ago, namely, 1) women and men are not treated equally; 2) women are not equal to men so 
long as they are forced to be encumbered, so to speak, by pregnancy; 3) termination of a pregnancy must be a right so that 
men and women may be equal; 4) so, in effect, in order for women to be equal, unborn babies must not be considered as per-
sons with rights of their own. 

What are some of the results of that argument? 1) Pregnancy, like fertility, has come to be seen as if it were a disease that 
must be medically treated and “cured”  so that women may feel “ free”  and equal to men; 2) children©s rights and freedom, 
rather than being safeguarded by adults, are destroyed by denying them life; 3) widespread use of abortion, not for the health 
and safety of the mother, but as just another form of birth control; 4) the proliferation of extramarital sex since we now have 
the “means”  of fixing it©s undesirable consequences; 5) the loss of 50 million lives and counting in this country alone. God 
only knows what gifts and talents they may have brought to the world.   

 
In a similar way the arguments for the rights of gays and lesbians to marry imply that they also have a right to children, 

but the truth is that no one has a right to children, rather, children have a right to their own biological parents. Yes, divorces 
and separations occur and parents run away from their children. Adoptions ensue, but these are failsafes in society to bridge 
the gap for failures of citizens to keep their responsibilities.   

 
(continued on reverse) 

Fr. Joe Fr. Scott Caton & Alexander Caton 

FR. CATON RECEIVES CHALICE  

FROM KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 
Last Tuesday evening the James E. Kearney Assembly of the Knights 

of Columbus presented newly ordained Fr. Scott Caton with a Chalice that 
formerly was used by the late Fr. Elmer Heindl. Engraved on the base of 
the Chalice are the names of the 4th Degree Knights who went to their 
eternal home in the past year. Fr. John Glogowski, former Pastor of St. 
Leo’s was included on the Chalice. Fr. Caton will be helping out at St. 
Boniface, St. Mary (downtown) and Blessed Sacrament Parishes. He also 
is a full-time Professor at Robert Wesleyan College.  

Congratulations Fr. Caton, St. Leo Parish welcomes you into the 
brotherhood of priests and wishes you the very best in your new calling. 
God’s blessings always to you and your family! 



 (CONTINUED FROM OTHER SIDE) 
We know that even without a marriage law now, children are being raised in same-sex couple households, where, in a 

reversal of fortunes from the abortion debate women have the upper hand. After all, they can buy their own children, at least 
in part, by going through the unnatural process of buying a father, so to speak, then creating (not begetting) offspring through 
the cold and scientific process of In Vitro Fertilization. The day will come, however, if it is not already here, where men will 
be able to buy women©s ova and make children for themselves. From this process and in such family systems children are 
denied a right to their biological father (or mother). If a child has no inherent right to a father (or mother), then children will 
have no rights to parents outright.  And for that matter parents will eventually be denied by the state the right to their children.  
This is already happening in places such as Sweden. (See Sweden's Big Government Utopia Unmasked, in Crisis Magazine 
online.)  All of this is further fallout from the contraceptive culture that severed the loving gift of self from the gift of life as 
understood by the intention of openness to children which is written into the nature of the human sexual act. 

 
So is the reinvention of the family really in the best interest of our children? Even someone as successful, in worldly 

terms, as President Obama lamented such an absence when he wrote an essay on Father©s Day for People Magazine this past 
week. In regards to his father leaving his family when he was two years old he says, “And even though my sister and I were 
lucky enough to be raised by a wonderful mother and caring grandparents, I always felt his absence and wondered what it 
would have been like if he had been a greater presence in my life. I  still do [emphasis added]. It is perhaps for this reason that 
fatherhood is so important to me, and why I©ve tried so hard to be there for my own children.”  It seems that fatherhood is im-
portant, dare we say essential. 

 
We have entered a brave new world where it seems that both fatherhood and motherhood are optional, but especially 

fatherhood. I am afraid that we are ever distancing the role and importance of healthy fathering in society.  If you look to the 
places in society where there are widespread single parent families, usually mothers only, you have a great deal of violence 
and poverty. The absence of fathers often results in young men turning toward violence and other negative outcomes.  (Search 
for, Father Absence and the Welfare of Children by Sara McLanahan. Still one the problems of these studies is that it reflects 
only empirical data and not things that effect later behaviors such as self-esteem and how that can ill-affect future relation-
ships, continuing the cycle.) 

Admittedly, the Catholic Church does not have a perfect track record in protecting children in recent history, but we have 
made concrete strides to correct the error of our ways  We must continue to move further so as to protect those who are living 
and safeguard the rights of all children in society, including the unborn. This is not only for the benefit of individual children 
or families, but for the institution of the family itself. We must admit also that some same sex couples have raised children 
well and many heterosexual couples have not done so. Still the arguments about fundamental rights are still in play. If we 
change marriage today, where will it go tomorrow? 

 
I can distinctly remember maybe as far back as 10 years ago reading in the news various arguments from some of these 

same groups that they were adamant that they did not want gay “marriage”  but equal rights. Now this has changed. So the 
question is, what will they be asking for ten years from now? One can only guess that the argument will be for bisexual mar-
riage – one spouse of each sex – why not polygamy, or even other “configurations”  of marriage and family? (In fact, one does 
not have to wait ten years. The arguments are being made now! See the article What is Marriage? the section beginning on 
page 275, “Why Not Spread Traditional Norms to the Gay Community?,”  where a variety of ©creative© ideas prevail.) It will 
not stop here. Just as artificial birth control did not stem unwanted pregnancies, but rather has led to widespread sexual prom-
iscuity, irresponsibility and - as Pope Paul VI prophesied in Humanae Vitae - abortion, so will gays “right”  to marry lead to a 
subversion of the family system and to the nature of marriage.  

 
In the end, to argue for distinctions is not to argue for prejudice and bias, but simply to say that apples and oranges, 

though both fruit, are not the same. The lie in all of this is that in the arguments being made today for equality and rights are 
not the same for all involved. Again as we saw in the abortion debate and aftermath, abortion has not made women equal to 
men. Inherently, women are already equal to men, but different. The equality and privacy arguments were a ruse to get what 
they wanted. Same sex marriage will not make a same sex couple the same as a male-female couple. Girgis, George and 
Anderson argue that, because of it©s child-centered orientation, a male-female marriage is different than a same-sex union. In 
the end we must ask ourselves, if traditional marriage has no intrinsic value for society, why have so many cultures and relig-
ions throughout history established it as an institution and protected it with certain laws and rights? 

Their article covers these issues much better than I do. I only ask that you please read it and understand the full effects of 
this issue, both for us as a church and for all of society. As Bishop Clark©s letter ends, "As Catholics, we must oppose such 
legalization and uphold the Church’s teachings, without anger or spite, always with that compassionate love which informs 
our faith." 

 

Your brother in Christ, 
 

Fr. Mickey McGrath, St.  Columba-St. Patrick 


